P We begin in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P The Lord is our righteous Shepherd.
C He does not scatter us, but gathers us together.
P He makes us lie down in green pastures
C and feeds us with the bread of life.
P He leads us in paths of righteousness
C by breaking down our dividing walls of hostility.
P Jesus looked out upon the people and had compassion on them
C because they were like sheep without a shepherd.
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P Beloved in the Lord, we have not lived a life worthy of our righteous Shepherd. We have all built
dividing walls of hostility. Let us then confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
P Heavenly Father,
C we confess that we have been divisive and have failed to live at peace with one another. At
times, we have treated others as inferior because of differences of language and race,
intelligence and appearance, gender and age. Forgive us for our prejudice, and break down
the walls that divide us from one another and from You. Amen.
P You were once foreigners and strangers to God, but now you have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. He Himself is our peace. Jesus Christ died and was raised for you so that you
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might be reconciled with God and with one another. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. Through Christ we are no longer strangers, but we are members of the household of
God.

5

6

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Public domain

P God of compassion, when You saw that we were like sheep without a shepherd, You sent Your
Son, Jesus, to shepherd us. Keep alive in us Your spirit of compassion for the world, until all
people come to know Your Shepherd's care; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

|
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture! declares the LORD.
Therefore, this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds who shepherd My
people. You have scattered My flock. You have driven them away. You have not taken care of them,
but I will certainly take care of you, because of the evil things you have done, declares the LORD. 3I
will gather what is left of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring
them back to their pastures. They will be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them
who will shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing, declares
the LORD. 5Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, who will reign wisely as King and establish justice and righteousness on earth. 6In His days
Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell securely. This is His name by which He will be called: The
LORD Our Righteousness.
2

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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| Ephesians 2:11-22
11

Therefore, remember that at one time, you Gentiles in the flesh—the ones who are called
“uncircumcised” by those called “the circumcised” (which is performed physically by human hands)—
12
remember that at that time you were separated from Christ, excluded from the citizenship of Israel,
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise. You were without hope and without God in the
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood
of Christ. 14For He Himself is our Peace. He made the two groups one by destroying the wall of
hostility that divided them 15when He abolished the law of commandments and regulations in His
flesh. He did this to create in Himself one new person out of the two, in this way making peace.
16
And He did this to reconcile both to God in one body through the cross by putting the hostility to
death on it. 17He also came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who
were near. 18For through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19So then, you are no
longer foreigners and strangers, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s
household. 20You have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
Himself as the Cornerstone. 21In Him the whole building is joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. 22In Him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the
Spirit.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
|
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.

30

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to Him all that they had done and taught. 31He
said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.” For there were so
many people coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat. 32They went away in the
boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33But many people saw them leave and knew where they
were going. They ran there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34When Jesus
stepped out of the boat, He saw a large crowd. His heart went out to them because they were like
sheep without a shepherd. He began to teach them many things. 35It was already late in the day
when His disciples came to Him and said, “This is a deserted place and it is already very late. 36Send
them away so they can go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves something
to eat.” 37But He answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They asked Him, “Should we go
and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?” 38He said to them,
“How many loaves do you have? Go see.” When they found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39He
directed everyone to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40They sat down in groups of hundreds
and fifties. 41Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to heaven, and blessed the loaves
and broke them. Then He kept giving pieces to His disciples to set in front of them. He also divided
the two fish among them all. 42They all ate and were satisfied. 43Then they picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44There were five thousand men who ate the loaves.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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A We believe in one God. God the Almighty Father made everything that exists, even those things we
cannot see.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the eternal Son of God, and is really God Himself. In order
to save us from our sins, He came down from heaven and by the power of the Holy Spirit He was born
a man, the child of the virgin Mary. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died and
was buried. As the Bible had foretold, He rose from the dead on the third day. He returned to heaven,
and rules there with God the Father. He will come back in glory to judge all people, and He will rule
forever.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is the giver of life. He is to be worshiped and glorified together with
the Father and the Son. He speaks to us in the Bible. We believe that all Christians are called to be
members of the Body of Christ, the Church. We believe that our sins are forgiven in Baptism, and we
look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the eternal life promised to us. Amen.
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P Merciful Father, You have compassion upon Your people and supply our needs from the riches of
Your grace. Grant to us hearts that trust in Your mercy and thankful spirits that we may
acknowledge Your many blessings with a grateful heart. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P When we face challenges, give us hearts of faith that we may see Your hand at work in our lives.
Give us a contented spirit that we may not be anxious about our wants. Help us learn that You
supply all we need for this body and this life and that You lead us through death to the eternal
life to come. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Guide those who lead us in this land; make them love peace and work to end violence and
injustice wherever it is found. Bless the armed forces and support personnel who guard our
freedom and bless those who protect us, from police to border patrol, firefighters to emergency
personnel. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Raise up strong and faithful leaders in our congregation that we may all be inspired and
encouraged in daily witness to Your Gospel and in daily service to those in need. Lord in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Guide husband and wife, parent and child, that they may trust in You for all things, show forth a
forgiving heart in their relationships, and keep our homes as places of blessing and love in Christ.
Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Be the strength of the weak, the relief of the suffering, the comfort of the grieving, and the peace
of the dying
that all who cry to You for mercy may find healing, relief, and peace in
Your gracious will. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Make us strong in faith, that we may receive the gifts of Your table to our benefit, confessing
Jesus Christ with our mouths and serving Him with our lives. Accept the tithes and offerings we
bring as part of our worship and bring us at last to the day when we and all Your people will be
one in Your presence forevermore. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P For these and whatsoever else we should ask, merciful Father, grant us for the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

T

T

P Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask You, dear Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament, that we may be renewed and refreshed. At the
command and promise of our Lord, we are bold to pray:
A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T Body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T Blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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P The body and blood of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in the true faith
and preserve you in His grace to life everlasting. Depart in T peace.
C Amen.
|

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to
you. The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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P Go in peace to compassionately serve in the name of our righteous Shepherd!
C Thanks be to God!
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