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Epiphany is the season of revelation.  From the visit of the Magi to the 

baptism of Jesus to the miracle of water into wine, we see the Lord 

reveal Himself as the promised Savior.  Today Jesus reveals Himself 

in a way familiar to us—He preaches a sermon.  In this sermon, Jesus 

identifies Himself as the one promised through the prophet Isaiah.  

As with any sermon, some will hear and believe, while others will 

reject it in unbelief.  In Nazareth Jesus found more rejection than 

faith; today we pray that it will not be so among us. 

T T 

P We begin in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P The law of the LORD is perfect. 

C It revives the soul. 

P The testimony of the LORD is trustworthy. 
C It gives wisdom to the inexperienced.

P The precepts of the LORD are right. 

C They give joy to the heart. 

P The commandment of the LORD is bright. 
C It gives light to the eyes.

P The fear of the LORD is pure. 
C It stands forever.



P The just decrees of the LORD are truth. 
C They are altogether righteous.  

 

 

 

 

 

P May the speech from my mouth and the thoughts in my heart be pleasing to You, 

C O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  

P Heavenly Father, thank You for hearing us as we pray: 

A Too often we have neglected Your Word and ignored Your work in our lives.  Instead of 

focusing on You, we have focused on ourselves.  Instead of serving others, we have 

expected to be served.  Forgive us, gracious Father, and renew us through Your Word of 

life.  Help us to see Jesus in our midst as Your Word made flesh—crucified for our sins and 
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raised to life again.  By the working of Your Holy Spirit, give us hearts to joyfully worship 

You.  In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 

P Jesus stands and proclaims the Good News in your hearing this day!  As your pastor 

and as His servant, it is my joy to announce His forgiving grace to all of you and, in 

His stead and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Blessed Lord God, You have caused the Holy Scriptures to be written for the 

nourishment of Your people.  Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by Your promises, we may embrace and forever 

hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



C Amen. 

T T 

1When the seventh month came and the Israelites were in their cities, all the people 

gathered together at the public square that is in front of the Water Gate.  They told Ezra 

the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel.  
2So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

congregation, both men and women and all who were able to understand what they heard.  
3From dawn until midday in front of the public square in front of the Water Gate, he read 

from the scroll, while facing the men, the women, and those who could understand.  All 

the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. . . 5All the people could see Ezra as 

he opened the scroll, because he was elevated above all the people.  As he opened the 

scroll, all the people stood.  6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 

answered, “Amen! Amen!” while they lifted up their hands and then knelt and bowed down 

with their faces to the ground. . . . 8So they read from the Book of the Law of God clearly 

and interpreted it, and the people understood what was read.  9Then Nehemiah the 

governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites, who helped the people understand, 

said to all the people, “Today is holy to the LORD your God.  Do not mourn or cry!” because 

all the people were crying as they heard the words of the Law.  10Nehemiah said to them, 

“Go, eat rich food and drink sweet drinks and send portions to those who have nothing 

prepared, because today is holy to our Lord.  Do not grieve, because the joy of the LORD 

is your strength.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so also is Christ.  13For by one Spirit we all were baptized into 

one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free people, and we were all caused 

to drink one Spirit.  14Furthermore, the body is not one member, but many.  15If the foot 

says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not part of the body,” it does not on that account 

cease to be part of the body.  16If the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not part of 

the body,” it does not on that account cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body 

were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body were an ear, where 

would the sense of smell be?  18But now God has arranged the members in the body, each 

and every one of them, as He desired.  19If they were all one member, where would the 

body be?  20But as it is, there are many members, yet one body.  21The eye cannot say to 

the hand, “I have no need for you,” or again the head to the feet, “I have no need for you.”  
22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are much more 

necessary.  23As for the parts of the body we consider less honorable, these we provide 

with more honor.  We treat our unpresentable parts with more modesty, 24whereas our 

presentable parts have no such need.  But God put the body together in a way that gave 

more honor to the parts that lack it.  25He did it so that there might not be any division in 

the body, but that the members might all have the same concern for one another.  26So if 

one member suffers, all the members suffer with it, or if one member is honored, all the 

members rejoice with it.  27You are the body of Christ, and individually you are members 

of it.  28And God appointed in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 

then miracles, healing gifts, helpful acts, leadership abilities, kinds of tongues.  29Are all 

apostles?  Are all prophets?  Are all teachers?  Are all miracle workers?  30Do all have healing 

gifts?  Do all speak in tongues?  Do all interpret?  31But eagerly seek the greater gifts. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C  

  
 

 
16He went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.  As was His custom, He went into 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read.  17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

was handed to Him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:  18The 

Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He anointed Me to preach good news to the poor.  He 

has sent Me to proclaim freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 

free those who are oppressed, 19and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  20He rolled 

up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on Him.  21He began to tell them, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled 

in your hearing.”  22They all spoke well of Him and were impressed by the words of grace 

that came from His mouth.  And they kept saying, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  23He told them, 

“Certainly you will quote this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself!’  Do here in Your 

hometown everything we heard You did in Capernaum.”  24And He said, “Amen I tell you: 

No prophet is accepted in his hometown.  25But truly I tell you: There were many widows 

in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut for three years and six months, while 

a great famine came over all the land.  26Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow 

of Zarephath, in Sidon.  27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the 

prophet, yet not one of them was healed except Naaman the Syrian.”  28All those who were 

in the synagogue were filled with rage when they heard these things.  29They got up and 

drove Him out of the town.  They led Him to the brow of the hill on which their town was 

built, in order to throw Him off the cliff.  30But He passed through the middle of them and 

went on His way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
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 Please standT T 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 



P Heavenly Father, open doors of opportunity, so that wherever we find ourselves, there 

we may speak Your Word, troubling those comfortable in their sin and comforting 

those troubled by their sin.  Use Your holy Word to accuse the unrepentant and acquit 

those who repent.  May their faith increase as they boldly confess Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord!  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

P Lord Jesus, who came to proclaim liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, 

and to set at liberty those who are oppressed, hear the prayers of all who call out to 

You in their distress.  We pray for those who are homebound, sick, hospitalized, 

undergoing treatments, awaiting surgery, and recovering from procedures (

.  Bestow upon all who suffer the fullness of Your healing grace.  Raise up leaders 

in this and every nation to serve their people with justice, compassion, and mercy.  

Protect and defend the members of our armed forces and local police, fire, and rescue 

services as they care for their fellow citizens.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Holy Spirit, who has given great and diverse gifts throughout the Church, enliven our 

faith and increase our delight.  Grant that we may use them as resources to build up 

Your people in strength and faith, through Christ our Lord.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Almighty God, hear us as we pray for our family and friends.  Use our gifts to increase 

joy and peace among those who we hold near and dear.  Help us to see one another 

through Your eyes. Fill us with the power of Your Spirit.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P (Other petitions may be offered.)  Gracious Father, we place these prayers and all 

others in the hands of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord, who with You and the Holy 

Spirit reign forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

T T 

P Our gracious Redeemer now sends us out, with His Word in our hearts and on our lips, 

so that we may declare His grace to the world He came to save. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

C Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

P Go in peace to love the Lord and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

T T 

Pastor: Rev. Brian R. Bestian 

Organist: Ruth Ann Ostergren 

 Elder:   Ryden Richardson 

Acolyte: Bella Montgomery 

Reader: Lori Duff 



 

 
Family of Judy Soto (friend of Peggy Bartel) as they mourn her 

death. 

 

Please pray for all missionaries around the world. 

Diana Holguin (recovery from surgery), Lauren (Marjy Brady’s daughter and family; Covid), 

Soledad Nava (member of Pastor Schlak’s congregation; stroke), Peggy Bartel, Robert 

Scaling (friend of the Webers; Covid), Kathy Kiphart, Jessica & Theodore Estes, Jerry Rust, 

Denton (drug addiction), Rose, Elliott Werner (recovering from surgery), Martha & 

Richard Neal, Shirley Goldsmith, Steve Prince, John Weiske, Bob Gallagher, Brian 

Stickney, Juan Chacon, Tony & Olga Sullivan, Linda Seiders, and everyone battling 

Covid. 

Please pray for all deployed troops and their families as they serve our country around the 
world. 

  |  6:30 PM  |  Anita Werner 

  |  6:30 PM  |  Fellowship Hall  |  Elliott Werner 

  |  9:45 AM  |  Fellowship Hall  |  Gretchen Schmalz 
 



8:30 AM  |  Adult Bible Class 
9:45 AM  |  Worship 
11:00 AM  |  Confirmation Class  |  Fellowship Hall 

Church Office Closed   

6:30 PM  |  Women’s Bible Study  |  Zoom 
6:30 PM  |  Men’s Bible Study  |  Fellowship Hall 
6:45 PM  |  Boy Scouts  |  Church Basement  

8:45 AM  |  Preschool Chapel  |  Sanctuary 
11:00 AM  |  The Sewing Group  |  Fellowship Hall 
6:30 PM  |  Choir Rehearsal  |  Sanctuary 

9:45 AM  |  Women’s Bible Study  |  Fellowship Hall  
 
 
 
 
 


