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6th Sunday of Easter 
Victory in Jesus 

May 25, 2025   ●   Ascension Lutheran Church   ●   El Paso, Texas 

As We Gather:  

It was the night before Jesus would die on the cross. He was with his disciples sharing 
the last supper with them. Jesus knew that soon the disciples would all be terrified at 
what would happen, and they would all run away. But he told them that he wanted 
them to have peace. We will have plenty of trouble in this world; but Jesus has 
overcome the world (John 16:23-33). 

Are you worried? Do your problems seem insurmountable? Are you stuck trying to 
decide what to do? 

Paul wanted to go to Bithynia and couldn’t. He wanted to go to Asia and couldn’t. But as 
he wrestled with what to do, God guided him to Macedonia – straight to Lydia who 
needed to hear about Jesus (Acts 11:9-15).  

When you don’t know what to do or when your situation seems impossible, remember 
that Jesus has overcome the world. Wait for God, because at the right time he will guide 
you. And in the end, he will take you to be with him in heaven (Revelation 21). 

The Season of Easter 

Easter is not just a single day – it is also a 50-day celebration from Easter Sunday to 
Pentecost Sunday. The season of Easter lasts about 1/7 of the entire year. During this 
time, the worship services focus on resurrection and life and the victory of Jesus. We 
Christians boldly proclaim the historical fact of Jesus’ resurrection and our faith in the 
risen and victorious Savior. 

Prelude 

Words of Welcome 

Stand 

Sharing God’s Peace with One Another 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of 
our unity and reconciliation in the Holy Spirit. As we are forgiven by God, so we forgive 
each other. (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3) 
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Hymn:  Lift High the Cross   Lutheran Service Book 837, stanzas 1, 4, 5, and 6 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

P The Bible says: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned 
to our own way.” (Isaiah 53:6) Now, at the beginning of our worship, we 
admit before the Lord how we have gone astray, trusting in his promise of 
forgiveness. 

We take a few moments for silent prayer and reflection. 

A Oh Lord, you are our Good Shepherd. However, all too often we 
don’t follow you very closely. Very often we leave your green 
pastures to look for pleasures in other places. We leave the paths 
of righteousness. We forget that you are by our side, and we do 
whatever we feel like doing. Forgive us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  



  - 3 - 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

P Jesus Christ says, “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me… and I lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:14-15) On the 
cross, our Good Shepherd gave his life for our sins. But afterwards, Jesus 
rose from the dead. Our Good Shepherd lives and he forgives us! It is my 
privilege to affirm that you are forgiven and have eternal life in the name of 
our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm 67 

P May God be gracious to us and bless us, 
C And make his face to shine upon us, 
P That your way may be known on earth, 
C Your saving power among all nations. 
P Let the peoples praise you, oh God! 
C Let all the peoples praise you! 
P Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C For you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon 

earth. 
P Let the peoples praise you, oh God! 
C Let all the peoples praise you! 
P The earth has yielded its increase; 
C God, our God, shall bless us. 
P God shall bless us; 
C Let all the ends of the earth fear him! 

 
A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever! Amen. 
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Hymn:  Glory Be to God the Father  Lutheran Service Book 506 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Let us pray. 
C  Lord Jesus, you have risen from the dead! You have overcome the 

world! Help us when we struggle. Guide us like you guided Paul. 
Remind us that you have prepared a heavenly city for us. Grant us 
your peace. In your own name we pray.  Amen. 

Sit 
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First Reading Acts 16:9-15 
(The Lord guides Paul and the missionaries to people who need to hear about Jesus.) 

A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, 
urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul 
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the 
following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of 
the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some 
days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where 
we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the 
women who had come together. One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, 
from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. 
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. And after 
she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she 
prevailed upon us. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading  Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27 
(We are waiting for the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city  

where the streets are like gold and Christ is the light.) 

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 
last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife 
of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as 
crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel 
were inscribed—on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south 
three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. . . . 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single 
pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 
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And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory 
of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, 
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be 
shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory 
and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone 
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia   (Melody: Unser Herrscher LSB 901) 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior, open now your saving Word. 
Let it burn like fire within us. Speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing, for the good news that you bring. 

Holy Gospel                                                           John 16:23-33 
(In this world we struggle, but Jesus has overcome the world.) 

 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 16th chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you 
have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be 
full. 

“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I 
will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the 
Father. In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will 
ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you 
have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father 
and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the 
Father.” 

His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 
speech! Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to 
question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered 
them, “Do you now believe? Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, 
when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I 
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am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in 
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Song: My Shepherd is the Lord 

My shepherd is the Lord; I’ll walk with him always. 
My shepherd is the Lord; I’ll walk with him always. 
Always, always, I’ll walk with him always. 
Always, always, I’ll walk with him always. 

 
Children’s Message 

 

Hymn:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing   Lutheran Service Book 475 

 

 

 

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074  Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon:   Peace Below the Surface   

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

          A I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of 
the body, And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Memorial Day Remembrance 

 P    Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” (John 15:13, NIV) Last week, on Armed Forces Day, we 
especially honored those who are presently serving in the military. Today, on 
Memorial Day weekend, we remember those members of the armed forces 
who have passed away, who have sacrificed even their lives to defend us 
and the freedoms we enjoy. We remember also their families and friends 
who mourn their loss. We remember that Jesus gave his life in order to free 
us from our sins. We know that those who have passed away trusting in 
Jesus are with him, and have eternal life. We pray together: 

A   Lord God, today we remember the sacrifices made by those who 
have paid dearly for the liberty we enjoy. Thank you for their 
sacrifice! Thank you for our freedom! Help us to follow their 
example by giving of ourselves to defend and help others. Comfort 
those who grieve. Heal their broken hearts and give them the hope 
through Jesus of eternal life. Also, we pray that you would watch 
over those who are presently serving in the armed forces, especially 
those who are far from home. Help and heal those who have been 
wounded in body, mind, or spirit. We pray all this in Jesus name. 
Amen. 
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Special Music for Memorial Day: Eternal Father, Strong to Save (Ron Seiders) 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea. 

 
2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low; Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 
3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 
4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, Our people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074 

 

Prayer of the Church 

We pray for the church, for the world, and for all who have needs. 
 P    Jesus is alive and is present with us, and so we pray for the whole church,   

for the world, and for all who are in need. Almighty God, open our hearts. 
Encourage us and strengthen our faith through your Word and the Lord’s 
Supper. In the name of Jesus, risen from the dead: 

  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Open our hearts to welcome those who are new in the faith or new in the 

Lutheran Church. Help us, your sheep, to be one. In the name of Jesus, risen 
from the dead: 

  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Guide the leaders of all nations, particularly our own country, so that evil and   

divisions may be eliminated and so that peace and justice may flourish. In 
the name of Jesus, risen from the dead: 

  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Open our eyes to the needs around us. Help us to follow your example and 

share our daily bread. In the name of Jesus, risen from the dead: 
  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
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 P    In the midst of suffering, help us to know that you are with us, and to trust 
in you. Strengthen and help those who struggle with pain, sadness, 
loneliness or sickness, especially… In the name of Jesus, risen from the 
dead: 

  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Open our hearts to trust in you, and provide us with what we need to live 

each day. In the name of Jesus, risen from the dead: 
  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Open our lips and help us to give glory to the name of Jesus by what we say 

and by   what we do. In the name of Jesus, risen from the dead: 
  C    Hear us, Good Shepherd. 
 P    Receive our prayers and fill us with hope through Jesus Christ, risen from the 

dead. 
  C    Amen. 

 

Sit 

Offering                     

The Bible says, “My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19) Christ has risen!! And God gives us all that we need for 
our lives and for doing his work in the world. With joy we set aside part of what God has 
given us, for his mission! 
 

Offering Options 

You can contribute offerings using any of the following methods: 
In-Person donations: You can place your donation in the offering plate as it is passed 
during the service. 
On-line Banking donations: You can utilize the on-line bill pay option at your 
financial institution to donate to Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520 Loma de Cristo, El 
Paso, TX  79912. 
Mail donations: Mail your check to the church office: Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520 
Loma de Cristo, El Paso, TX  79912.  The mail is checked daily. 
Other Electronic donation option: You can make a secure contribution from your 
credit card or bank account at www.alconnect.faith or by scanning the QR code below.  
We use Vanco, a reputable agency which specializes in donations to churches and 
nonprofit organizations.  Your contribution can be set up to be recurring, such as each 
week or month, or as a one-time donation.   
Donations via an app:  If you prefer using your phone or tablet, you can download 
the Vanco Mobile app.  You can easily set up an account and donate through the app. 

http://www.alconnect.faith/
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Choir Anthem during the Offering: We Rejoice in All Your Ways (Vicki Bedford)  

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound! 
Your righteousness, what joy abounds! 
Your holiness, your mercy free, 
Your mighty hand protecting me. 
 
 

2. A firm foundation, thou art, Christ, 
The ever-living sacrifice! 
The Prince of Peace you are to me, 
And King of Kings you’ll ever be! 
 

3. Oh Lord, we thank you for your love, 
For life and breath and heaven above. 
For you alone are worthy of 
Our hymn of joy and grateful praise! Lord, we rejoice in all your ways. 
 

4. Amazing power and majesty! 
True wisdom only comes from thee! 
Your sweet, sweet Spirit fills the air, 
Your loving presence everywhere! 
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5. Oh Lord, we thank you for your love, 
For life and breath and heaven above. 
For you alone are worthy of 
Our hymn of joy and grateful praise!  
We lift our hymn of grateful praise! Lord, we rejoice in all your ways! 
We lift our hymn of grateful praise! Lord, we rejoice in all your ways. 
Lord, we rejoice, Lord, we rejoice in all your ways. 

Stand 

Offering Prayer 

A Good Shepherd, thank you for everything you have given us. 
Following your example, we also give these offerings in order to 
help other sheep to know you and in order to help provide for their 
needs. Bless and multiply these gifts, we pray. In your own name 
we ask it. Amen. 

Offertory: Gracious God, You Send Your Blessings  LSB 782, stanzas 1 and 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074 
Tune: Public domain 
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Lord’s Prayer 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

P  Let us pray. 
C  Heavenly Father, thank you for your promise of forgiveness and 

eternal life. Increase my faith and help me live in accordance with 
your Word. By your Holy Spirit, grant me the assurance that Christ 
is risen and that I too will be raised to live forever. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P  Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not 
in vain.  (1 Corinthians 15:57-58) 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine on you 
and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you 
peace.  (Numbers 6:24-26) 

C  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Victory in Jesus   Make a Joyful Sound (white booklet) page 2 

1 I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, 
How he gave his life on Calvary to save a wretch like me.  
I heard about his groaning, of his precious blood’s atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory. 
 

Refrain: Oh victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever. 
He sought me and bought me with his redeeming blood. 
He loved me ere I knew him, and all my love is due him. 
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

2 I heard about his healing, of his cleansing power revealing, 
How he made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see. 
And then I cried, “Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit.” 
And somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory.  (Refrain) 

 
3 I heard about a mansion he has built for me in glory, 

And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea, 
About the angels singing, and the old redemption story, 
And some sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory.  (Refrain) 

Text: Public domain 
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Prayer Ministry    Philippians 4:6-7 

Please call the church office @ 915-833-1009 to include a prayer request or update for 
the bulletin. If you have a prayer request or update for the prayer chain, please e-mail 
Jan Schlak at oveja6925@aol.com. 
 

Grieving the Loss of Loved Ones: 
We pray for all those who may be grieving or mourning the loss of loved ones, especially 
remember these who loss is most recent: 
 
Connie Steelhammer, Former Ascension member; Please pray for peace and comfort 
for her husband, Ken, and all of their family as they grieve her loss. 
Pastor Howard Patten; Please continue to pray for peace, comfort, and strength for 
Marilyn Patten and all of Pastor’s family as they cope with his passing. 
 

Illness and Recovery: 

Jennifer De La Cruz, Pastor & Maritza Schlak’s daughter, (she has had high blood 
pressure readings during midwifery visits, please pray that she is able to labor naturally 
and without complications); Dorothy Lenz, will be undergoing tests to determine cause 
of kidney issues (pray for a correct diagnosis, effective treatment, and successful healing); 
Kalysta Greene, granddaughter of Tito & Diana Holguin, (pray for comfort as she 
struggles with health issues); Evelyn Karl (pray for continued successful recovery from 
thyroid surgery); Jennifer Solich, past Ascension administrative assistant, (diagnosed 
with a brain tumor, please pray for successful treatment and strength for her to tolerate 
the medication making her ill); Barbara Lewis (pray for complete recovery from her 
recent surgery); Kirstin Hervin, daughter of Mike & Christy Mielke, (experiencing a 
recurrence of lupus affecting her kidneys and will be having injections; please pray that 
the treatment is effective with no side effects); Jessica Moran, daughter of Jeanne and 
granddaughter of Jan Schlak, (Jess’ pregnancy has improved and the baby is not 
experiencing growth restriction; please pray for continued growth for the baby and a full-
term delivery in August); Sophia, the former caregiver to Concepcion Arellanes, who is 
the mother of Lorena Rodriguez, our church custodian (Sophia has terminal cancer, 
prayers for peace and comfort); Melissa Reddick, friend of Barbara Lewis (for 
thanksgiving that brain cancer is gone and continue to pray for complete recovery); 
Maritza Leon, Maritza Schlak’s mother (for continued recovery from surgery and 
successful rehabilitation now that she is back home); Gilbert Provencio (for recovery 
after successful surgery); Jaques Reulet, the father of Yves Reulet, Pastor Rick and 
Maritza’s son-in-law’s father (for healing in his recovery from quadruple bypass surgery 
and thanks that he is now home), Mark Pfeifer, nephew of Vicki Pfeifer, (for healing and 
that he be able to leave the hospital); Deb Sullivan & her brother, Anthony (for 

mailto:oveja6925@aol.com
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guidance & strength in handling parents’ estate as they mourn); Diana and sister 
Dayna, students where Maritza Schlak teaches, orphaned and living with their aunt (for 
protection and comfort in their loss); Maddy, student where Mari teaches (for safety 
from gang violence);  Andy Barber (for pain relief radiating from neck to hands); 
Gloria Voge (for successful leg therapy and healing from spine fracture); Aubrey 
McDermett (for 15-year-old with MS in hospital due to stroke); Ken McLennan (for 
upcoming heart procedures and peace, patience, and strength for his wife); Barb Spott 
(for no further medical issues and for relief from vertigo); Richard Neal, husband of 
Martha Neal (recovery from stroke and for peace and strength for Richard and Martha); 
Abigail Kailukatis, friend of Jan Schlak’s daughter Elizabeth (for effective treatment); 
David Kwiatakowski, friend of Connie Swinney (recovery and treatment for brain 
cancer); Elizabeth Hinson, (for recovery from intestinal bug); Brian Stickney 
(continuing health issues); Rebekah Livesay (for healing and correct diagnosis); Dick 
Seiders, father of Ron Seiders (continue to heal from cancer and keep the cancer from 
spreading); Mary Spott, Barb Spott’s niece Keighley Spott’s mother, (heart related 
issues); Ann Perdue (relief from Osteoarthritis); Patty Jones, sister of Martha Neal 
(stage 4 breast cancer); Robert and Karin Gaudet, (restoring relationships); Sean 
Sweeney, (brain tumor); Laurie Sterling, (colon cancer); Bruce Walker, (being 
treated for Parkinson’s); Coby Clark and family, (continued cancer recovery); Ryan 
Walker, (cancer is in remission); Mariella Kraus, (cancer); Bob Gallagher (grateful no 
cancer was found, but he is still fragile with many health issues); Kathy Kiphart, John 
Weiske, Linda Seiders. 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving: 

Carlos Munoz, neighbor of David DeMartelaere, (for successful diagnosis of no brain 
tumor and effective treatment of his brain bleed); Dick Seiders, father of Ron Seiders 
(thanksgiving for recovery from hip surgery); Greg Tatum (Marjy Brady’s nephew) & his 
wife, Jessica and their baby son, Jackson Tatum (thanksgiving to God for this new 
life); Sherri Pfeifer Wilson, niece of Vicki Pfeifer (completed chemotherapy radiation 
treatment for cancer and is doing well, thanks be to God). 

 

Special Prayer Requests: 

Jacob Meraz is asking that in the coming weeks, we would pray for the San Pablo youth 
group’s fundraisers’ success.  Also, pray for the financial help that will provide for the 
needs of both Ascension and San Pablo youth groups planning to go to the LCMS Endure 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Please pray for the spiritual well-being and safety of all 
participants involved.  
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