Trinity Sunday / Kids’ Sunday
One God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

May 31, 2026 e Ascension Lutheran Church e El Paso, Texas

As We Gather:

A triangle is a single geometric figure, but it has three sides. Water
(a single thing) can exist as a solid (ice), a liquid (water) or a gas
(water vapor). The world is full of examples of things that are three-
in-one. And yet none of them is completely adequate to explain the
reality of God.

The Bible is very clear: there is only one God. And yet our God
exists in three distinct persons: the Father (who made us and chose
us), the Son (Jesus, who died and rose for us), and the Holy Spirit (who calls us to faith
and leads us). Our human minds can only partially, dimly, comprehend this. But we can
understand this: God is infinitely greater than we are, and his love for us is equally
great.

Today is Fathers’ Day; we thank God for our earthly fathers and with his help we forgive
them and acknowledge and celebrate them.

But at the same time, this is Trinity Sunday; we stand in awe of our great God — Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit — and of his incredible love for us.

Prelude
Words of Welcome
Stand

Sharing God'’s Peace with One Another

We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of
our unity and reconciliation in the Holy Spirit. As we are forgiven by God, so we forgive
each other. (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3)

Children’s Opening Hymn: We are in God’s House Today Little Ones Sing Praise 12

1. We are in God’s house today. He is glad to hear us pray.
Let us listen, let us sing, gladly make his praises ring.

2. We are in God’s house today. He is glad to hear us pray.
Let us listen to His Word, gladly do what we have heard.
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Hymn: Jesus Loves Me Lutheran Service Book 588
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! The Bi - ble tells me so.

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
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God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Yet these three persons are just one God.

We begin our worship in the name of the Father,

Who created us and keeps us.

In the name of the Son,

Who died and rose to save us.

In the name of the Holy Spirit,

Who calls us to faith and guides us.

Together with Christians from every race and nation, we worship the only
true God.

Lord, help us to worship you today with all our heart!

Prayer of Confession

P

We begin our worship by confessing our sins and failures before the Lord,
because he loves us and forgives us! We pray together:

Heavenly Father, each day your Holy Spirit calls us to live a holy

life, full of faith and love. However, we have to admit that we have
often failed. Very often we have grieved the Spirit by the way that
we live. Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake. Fill us with Your Spirit so




that we live in a new and different way and follow You more
closely. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness

P

In spite of our many failures, the Father loves us and sent His Son Jesus to
save us. The Son died for our sins and rose again with power. The Holy
Spirit calls us to faith and helps us. God Himself wipes away our sins! By His
command, I tell you that through your faith, you are forgiven, in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 8 (Responsive Reading)
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Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory in the heavens!

Through the praise of children and infants
You have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence
the foe and the avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

What is mankind that you are mindful of them,
Human beings, that you care for them?

You have made them a little lower than the angels
And crowned them with glory and honor.

You have made them rulers over the works of your hands.
You put everything under their feet,

All flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,
The birds in the sky and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths
of the seas.

Oh Lord, our Lord,
How majestic is your name in all the earth!




Hymn Verse: Glory Be to God the Father Lutheran Service Book 506
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Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P Let us pray.

Lord God, you are greater than we can comprehend. You are
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and yet only one God! Your nature is
beyond our human understanding; but your love for us is crystal
clear. Help us to leave behind every false god and trust firmly in
you, the only true God. We ask it in Jesus’ name, as you have
taught us. Amen.

Sit
Song: The B-I-B-L-E Little Ones Sing Praise 48, modified
1. The B-I-B-L-E, yes, that’s the book for me!
I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E.
2. The B-I-B-L-E, its stories help me see

The love of Jesus, God’s own Son; the B-I-B-L-E.




Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1 — 2:4a
(The one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — created the universe.)

Reader: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light
was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light
“day,” and the darkness He called “night.”

Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
Hymn Verse: For the Beauty of the Earth Celebration Hymnal 182, v. 1

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise!

Reader: ¢ And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water
from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault
from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.”

Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the second
day.

Reader: 2 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let
dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the
gathered waters He called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and
trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”
And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to
their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good.

Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
Hymn Verse: For the Beauty of the Earth Celebration Hymnal 182, v. 2

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light,
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise!

Reader: 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and
years, 15and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.”
And it was so. 6 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day
and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them
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in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the
night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth
day.

Hymn Verse: All Things Bright and Beautiful United Methodist Hymnal 147 v. 1-2

Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all.

1. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,
God made their glowing colors, and made their tiny wings. (Refrain)

2. The purple-headed mountains, the river running by,
The sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. (Refrain)

Reader: 20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that
moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful
and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase
on the earth.”

Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.
Hymn Verse: All Things Bright and Beautiful United Methodist Hymnal 147 v. 4

Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all.

4. God gave us eyes to se them, and lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. (Refrain)

Reader: 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds:
the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals,
each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the
creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that
it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let Us make mankind in our image, in Our likeness, so that
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”




Hymn Verse: This is My Father’'s World Celebration Hymnal 143, v. 1

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father’s world! I rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas — his hand the wonders wrought.

Reader: 27 So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created
them; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves
on the ground.”

29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.

30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the
creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it
—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

31 God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.
Congregation: And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Hymn Verse: This is My Father’s World Celebration Hymnal 143, v. 2

This is my Father’s world. The birds their carols raise.

The morning light, the lily white declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world! He shines in all that’s fair.

In rustling grass I hear him pass. He speaks to me everywhere.

Reader: 2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By
the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the
seventh day He rested from all His work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He

had done.
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. (NIV)
Hymn Verse: This is My Father’'s World Celebration Hymnal 143, v. 3

This is my Father’s world. Oh, let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet!
This is my Father’s world! The battle is not done.
Jesus, who died, shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Epistle (New Testament Reading) Acts 2:14a, 25-36
(Jesus the Son of God was sent by the Father to save us, and gives us the Holy Spirit.)

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:

“... 25 David said about [Jesus]: ™I saw the Lord always before me. Because He is
at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 27 because You will not abandon
me to the realm of the dead, You will not let Your holy One see decay. 28 You
have made known to me the paths of life; You will fill me with joy in Your
presence.’

29 "Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and
was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants
on his throne. 3! Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, that He was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did His body
see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.

33 Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David
did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ™The Lord said to My Lord: “Sit at My
right hand 35 until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” (NIV)

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse Lutheran Service Book 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 28:16-20

(We are to teach and baptize in the nhame of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.)

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.




Sit

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to Me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” (NIV)

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Song: My God is so Great

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do!
The mountains are his, the rivers are his, The stars are his handiwork, too.

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do!
For you!

Story Time

Hymn: How Great Thou Art Lutheran Service Book 801
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Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074

Sermon

Athanasian Creed (shortened)

All: Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the Christian
faith...

Men: And the Christian faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity and
Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.

Women: For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy
Spirit is another.

Men: But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is
one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Women: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy
Spirit...

Men: The Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet
there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal...

Women: In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the
Holy Spirit almighty; and yet there are not three Almighties, but
one Almighty.

Men: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; and yet there
are not three Gods, but one God.

Women: So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.
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Men: Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each
distinct person as God and Lord,

Women: So also are we prohibited by the Christian religion to say that
there are three Gods or Lords...

Men: And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less
than another; but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other
and coequal,

Women: So that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in
Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped...

Men: But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe
the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Women: For it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God
and man.

Men: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages;

Women: And He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this
age: perfect God and perfect man...

Men: Equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with
respect to His humanity.

Women: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ...
Men: He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell,
Women: Rose again the third day from the dead, ascended into heaven,

Men: And is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Women: At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and
give an account concerning their own deeds...

All: This is the Christian faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully
and firmly cannot be saved.

Prayer of the Church

God wants us to put all of our problems — even the impossible ones — in Jesus’ hands.
For that reason we draw near to God in prayer, without fear, in the name of Jesus,
asking for what we need and giving him thanks for his great love.
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Lord, we pray for unity and love in the church, asking you to open the minds
and hearts of your people to Jesus and his love and forgiveness. In Jesus’
name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially those on
our prayer list who are close to our hearts. Let them know your healing
touch. In Jesus’ name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for all those who are suffering or struggling or grieving,
especially our friends and relatives and fellow Christians on our prayer list.
Comfort them and help them. In Jesus’ name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for peace in our homes, in our neighborhoods, and in the
world, especially in places where violence or persecution threaten. In Jesus’
name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for those who have not yet believed in you as their Savior.
Help us to show them your love and give us words to tell them about your
salvation. In Jesus’ name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for the soldiers, the policemen and firemen, and all who risk
their lives to defend us and help us. In Jesus’ name,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for our teachers and leaders, that you would guide them and
encourage them. In Jesus’ nhame,

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we pray for all the needs, physical and spiritual, in the world around
us. In Jesus’ name,

Lord, have mercy.

We trust in you, Lord, for you have power over death itself, and you have
promised to hear us.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Sit
Offering

The Bible says, “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum
of money in keeping with your income.” (1 Corinthians 16:2a, NIV) Our offerings are
part of our worship, part of our response to God’s love.

Offering Options
You can contribute offerings using any of the following methods:
In-Person donations: You can place your donation in the offering plate as it is passed
during the service.
On-line Banking donations: You can utilize the on-line bill pay option at your financial
institution to donate to Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520 Loma de Cristo, El Paso, TX
79912.
Mail donations: Mail your check to the church office: Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520
Loma de Cristo, El Paso, TX 79912. The mail is checked daily.
Other Electronic donation option: You can make a secure contribution from your
credit card or bank account at www.alconnect.faith or by scanning the QR code below.
We use Vanco, a reputable agency which specializes in donations to churches and
nonprofit organizations. Your contribution can be set up to be recurring, such as each
week or month, or as a one-time donation.
Donations via an app: If you prefer using your phone or tablet, you can download
the Vanco Mobile app. You can easily set up an account and donate through the app.

The ministries of Ascension are supported by the love, generosity and sacrificial giving of
our members and friends. As a guest, please do not feel obligated in any way to make a
contribution. We believe that any gift to the Lord should be uncoerced and from the
heart — as a loving response to God’s grace.

Choir Music during the Offering: Come Join the Dance of Trinity (Richard Leach)

1. Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun -
The interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance,
But as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance.

2. Come, see the face of Trinity, new-born in Bethlehem,
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Then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone.
When fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the stone!

3. Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame
Set people free at Pentecost to tell the Savior's name.
We know the yoke of sin and death. Our necks have worn it smooth.
God tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!

4. Within the dance of Trinity, before all world begun,
We sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free,
To shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity.

Stand

Offering Prayer

Heavenly Father, fill us anew with your Holy Spirit, and help us to
live for you. Bless these offerings and use them to bring others to
faith and to help those in need. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Offertory: We Are One in the Spirit

1. We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.

Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

2. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come.
And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son.
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one. (Refrain)

Sit
Closing Prayer
P Let us pray.
Lord God, thank you for your forgiveness, for your love, for your
promises of eternal life. Go with us as we leave this place, and help

us to worship you with our lives and to share your love with
everyone that you put in our path. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Blessing

(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. (1 Corinthians 13:14)

Amen.

Closing Hymn: Come Thou, Almighty King Lutheran Service Book 905
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And ne’er from  us de - part, Spir - it of POW’r.

And to e - ter - ni -ty Love and a - dore.

Text and tune: Public domain
Sending

(P) Go in peace; serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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