
The Power of God’s Word 
7th Sunday After Pentecost 

July 12, 2026   ●   Proper 10 A   ●   Ascension Lutheran Church   ●   El Paso, Texas 

As We Gather 
We tend to undervalue and underestimate the power of words. We say things like “Talk 
is cheap” or “That’s just words.” What we mean is that it is easy to say something, but 
words by themselves don’t carry much weight; actions have real value. Sure, we admit 
that “the pen is mightier than the sword” but then we turn around and declare that 
“sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me.” 
And yet, words can be very powerful indeed. I can still remember words of 
encouragement that certain people told me back in grade school – words which changed 
my life. And if human words can have such a powerful effect, how much more the Word 
of God! 
God says that he does not speak his Word in vain; it will accomplish its purpose (Isaiah 
55:10-13). The Holy Spirit testifies through God’s Word that we are God’s children 
(Romans 8:12-17). Some people try to reject God’s Word or they fall away from it after a 
time. But the Word of God always finds some hearts where it can grow and transform 
peoples’ lives. It produces abundant fruit (Matthew 13:1-9. 18-23). God’s Word 
communicates his love and salvation. We can depend on what he says. 

Prelude 

Words of Welcome 

Stand 
Sharing God’s Peace with One Another 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of 
our unity and reconciliation in the Holy Spirit. As we are forgiven by God, so we forgive 
each other. (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3) 

P = Pastor    C = Congregation    A = All    R = Reader    D = Please rise to sing 	 1



Opening Hymn: Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet  (Amy Grant/Michael W. Smith) 
Refrain:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet  
And a light unto my path. 

1. When I feel afraid, and think I’ve lose my way, 
Still you’re there, right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear, as long as you are near. 
Please be near me to the end. (Refrain) 

2. I will not forget your love for me, and yet, 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide, and hold me to your side, 
And I will love you to the end.  (Refrain) 

Invocation 	 Lutheran Service Book 167 

P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C	 Amen.  (Matthew 28:19, 18:20) 
P	 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C	 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 

Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness 

P	 The Word of God declares that all of us are sinners, that is, we have 
disobeyed the Lord in many ways. We have not loved God or other people as 
we should. For this reason, whenever we draw close to God to worship him, 
it is good for us to acknowledge our failings and receive his forgiveness. 

C	 Lord God, before you we acknowledge that we have failed to do 
your will. You have given us your Word; but all too often we don’t 
listen to it or put it into practice. Even when we try to do what is 
right, hard words still slip our of our mouths, impure thoughts 
linger in our minds, or we do things that cause hurt. Forgive us, 
Lord, for Jesus’ sake. Change our hearts so that we can live in a 
way that is more in accordance with your Word. In the name of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P	 The Word of God declares that Jesus Christ died for our wrongdoing and 
rose from the dead to give us a new life, a clean life, eternal life. I have the 
privilege to announce to you today what the Word of God clearly states: all 
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of us who trust in Jesus, have our sins, our wrongdoing, forgiven in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C	 Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Psalm 65:1-5   

P	 Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; 
C	 To you our vows will be fulfilled. 
P	 You who answer prayer, 
C	 To you all people will come. 
P	 When we were overwhelmed by sins, 
C	 You forgave our transgressions. 
P	 Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts! 
C	 We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy 

Temple. 
P	 You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior, 
C	 The hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

A	 Glory be to the Father and to the T Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Kyrie (Ancient Prayer: “Lord, Have Mercy”)	 Lutheran Service Book 168 
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Hymn: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast	 Lutheran Service Book 577 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer 
P 	 The Lord be with you. 
C 	 And also with you. 
P 	 We pray together: 
C 	 Lord God, thank you for your Word. Help us to read it and 

understand it and put it into practice. Let your Word change our 
lives, comforting us, forgiving us, and giving us hope. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading  	 Isaiah 55:10-13 
(God carries out his plans through the power of his Word.) 

[God says:] “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 
return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 
yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out 
from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
12 “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the 
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myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that 
will endure forever.” 

R	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading  	 Romans 8:12-17 
(By the Spirit we live as children of God.) 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, 
to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit 
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share 
in his glory. 

R	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Holy Spirit   	 (Bryan Perdue) 

Like the rain that feeds the earth gently falls down from the sky, 
His Spirit comes to nourish your heart. 
As the morning wakes from sleep and the dew on the new grass lies, 
His Spirit brings to you a new start. 

Like the snow He sent to you forms a blanket for the earth, 
His Sprit breathes the Word while you sleep. 
Soon the sun from slumber stirs the land, puts forth new birth. 
His spirit taught His Word that you speak. 

The ricer flows where Eden starts, Bringing peace throughout God’s land,  
Flowing through our human hearts,  Making way for God’s own plan. 

Like the river from His throne brings His peace along the way, 
His Spirit comes and sets you apart, 
Renewing, ever flowing, it restores itself each day. 
His Spirit soothes your troubled, aching heart. 

Like the Wind that breathes withing leads us through the stormy seas, 
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His Spirit brings you comfort every day. 
From the breath of God who sends His peace on the evening breeze, 
His Spirit breathes inside us as we pray. 

The ricer flows where Eden starts, 
Bringing peace throughout God’s land,  
Flowing through our human hearts,  
Making way for God’s own plan, making way for God’s own plan. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse	 Lutheran Service Book 173 

 

 

Holy Gospel     	 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
(The Parable of the Sower: If we continue in the Word we will produce much fruit.) 

P	 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13. 
C		 Glory to You, O Lord. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew 
up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 
them hear…” 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the 
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the 
path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word 
and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a 
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short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly 
fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the 
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who 
hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding 
a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C		 Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Song: The B-I-B-L-E   	 (Little Ones Sing Praise 48, modified) 
1. The B-I-B-L-E, yes, that’s the book for me! 

I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E. 

2. The B-I-B-L-E, its stories help me see 
The love of Jesus, God’s own Son; the B-I-B-L-E. 

Story Time 

Hymn of the Day: Thy Strong Word 	 Lutheran Service Book 578 
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Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005074 

Tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed (Public Declaration of our Faith) 
A	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

Offering 
The Bible says, “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come 
into his courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 96:8-9a, NIV) 
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Our offerings are part of our worship, part of our response to God’s love. We give 
because Jesus gave everything for us. We give to help share Jesus’ love with others. 

Stand 

Offering Prayer of Dedication  
A	 Almighty God, thank you for your Word, the message of salvation. 

Help us to put your Word into practice in our lives. Bless these 
offerings and use them to proclaim your Word in every part of the 
world.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Offertory: God Will Be Our Refuge   (Psalm 46)  
(Traditional Spanish Song – English Translation Mary Bingle) 

1. God will be our refuge, strength and mighty fortress, 
Ever-present help in our times of deep distress. 
Though the mountains tremble and crumble into dust, 
Though earth and seas are shaken, in God we put our trust. 
Though earth and seas are shaken, in God we put our trust. 

Refrain: Heaven and earth may pass away; 
	 Your Word will never pass away. 
	 No, no, never pass away. No, no, never pass away. 

2. Nations rage and bellow, kings and empires totter, 
God speaks but a Word and its thunder melts the earth! 
Ever-present with us, through depth and height and length, 
The Lord remains our refuge, our stronghold, and our strength. 
The Lord remains our refuge, our stronghold, and our strength. (Refrain) 

Prayer of the Church 
P	 The Bible states that God hears our prayers and that he wants us to place all 

of our concerns in his hands. God will always help us. If he doesn’t take 
away the problem he will strengthen us to face it. For that reason, we pray 
with confidence. 

	 Lord, thank you for saving us, for forgiving us, for giving us eternal life and 
for being with us when we struggle. Help us to love others as you have 
loved us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit so that our faith may be strong and so that 

we can walk in your ways without faltering. Lord, in your mercy, 
C	 Hear our prayer. 
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P	 Help us to take advantage of the opportunities you give us to share Jesus’ 
love with others. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Thank you for the many material blessings you have given us. Guide us so 

that we use them for your glory, for the good of our families and for your 
mission here on this earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Lord, protect your church throughout the world, that we may be bold in our 

witness and ready to serve others. Strengthen and defend those who are 
suffering persecution for their faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Help those who are sick or hurt or recovering from illness. Have mercy on 

them and heal them according to your will. Lord, in your mercy, 
C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Comfort those who are grieving. Help those who are struggling. Grant us 

your peace in the midst of trouble and save us from the problems that seem 
impossible. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 Lord, send your Spirit to the hearts and minds of those who are far from 

you. By your Word of truth, help them to understand and to repent and to 
come to faith in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C	 Hear our prayer. 
P	 We thank you, Lord, because we know you hear all of our concerns, even 

those which are in our hearts which we have not spoken aloud. In Jesus’ 
name. 

C	 Amen. 

Thank the Lord       	 Lutheran Service Book 181 
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Closing Prayer 

P 	 Let us pray. 
C 	 Heavenly Father, I give you thanks and praise because you have 

strengthened my faith and because you have forgiven me through 
Jesus Christ your Son. Help me now to live a life worthy of you, 
founded on your Word and full of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14)                                      

P	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C	 Amen. 

Closing Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown	 Lutheran Service Book 921 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sending 
P 	Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C 	Thanks be to God! 

12



Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

Worship Leaders 
   	 Pastor: 	 	 Rev. Richard Schlak 
	 Organist: 	 	 (Guest organist) Eileen Olmsted 
	 Elder:	 	 Andy Barber 
	 Acolyte:	 	 Rahel Meraz 
	 Reader:	 	 Barbara Lewis 
	 Greeters:	      Jake & Krissy Miller 
	 Ushers:	 	 Team 2 
	 Altar Care:	      Mielke 
	 Projectionist:     Jacob Canada 
	 Sound/Camera: Ron Seiders/Mike Mielke 

Prayer Ministry	    Philippians 4:6-7 
Please fill out the blue friendship card or call the church office @ 915-833-1009 to 
include a prayer request or an update for the prayer list. If you have a prayer request or 
update for the prayer chain, please e-mail Jan Schlak at oveja6925@aol.com.  
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July Calendar & NEW Portals of Prayer (July-Sept. 2026) are both available for 
pick-up in the entrance of the church. 
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This Week @ Ascension 
Sunday (July 12th)  
9:00 AM	    Bible Study 
10:00 AM	    Fellowship 
10:30 AM	 Worship 
After service:	 Congregational meeting/

Voters’ Meeting (Preschool Budget)  
 	      
Monday (July 13th)  
Church Office Closed	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

Tuesday (July 14th) 	 	 	 	 	  

Wednesday (July 15th)	  
11:00 AM 	    Sit and Sew (FH) 
6:00 PM 	    Ladies’ Night Out (Como’s Italian Restaurant 

located at 4030 N. Mesa St.) 
  
Thursday (July 16th)  

Friday (July 17th)  

Saturday (July 18th) 
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