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God Knows 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2026   ●   Proper 11 A   ●   Ascension Lutheran Church   ●   El Paso, Texas 

As We Gather 
When I was a child, it seemed like my parents were always aware of what was going on 
with us kids. Especially my mom – she had, as they say, “eyes in the back of her head”. 
To us kids, it seemed like we couldn’t have any big secrets, at least not for long. My 
parents had life experience and we kids did not. They knew what we were up to. 

God knows a lot more than my parents ever did. You might be able to somehow fool 
your parents, especially when you get a little older, but you will never fool God. Does 
this make you feel a bit uncomfortable? Every time we do something wrong or fail to do 
what is right, God knows. We can’t get away with anything. Since God knows 
everything, we need to leave our excuses behind and simply ask for forgiveness. 

But at the same time, the fact that God knows everything should give us peace and 
comfort, because he loves us and wants to save us. We worry so much about the 
future, but God knows what the future will hold (Isaiah 44:6-8). We feel like we don’t 
know how to pray, but God knows what we need (Romans 8:26-27). The world is full of 
so much evil and injustice and pain and suffering that we want to despair. But God 
knows who his children are (Romans 8:18-25). God knows who trusts in him and who is 
a hypocrite (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). And the day of judgment is coming.  

So don’t let worry and fear have the last word. God knows us (Psalm 139). And he loves 
us. We may not understand fully why certain things happen. But God knows infinitely 
more than we do. He is with us now, in the struggle. And the Last Day is coming. Put 
your trust in God, because he knows. 

Prelude:  “Songs of Praise” – Wayne Wold 

Words of Welcome 

Stand 

Sharing God’s Peace with One Another 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you” as a sign of 
our unity and reconciliation in the Holy Spirit. As we are forgiven by God, so we forgive 
each other. (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3) 
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Opening Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness  Lutheran Service Book 809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain  Tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation  Lutheran Service Book 167 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  (Matthew 28:19, 18:20) 
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P If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 

Prayer of Confession 

P We begin our worship by confessing our sins and failures before the Lord. 

A Heavenly Father, open my eyes so that I can see where I have done 
wrong. Before you I acknowledge and confess that I have sinned, 
that I have on many occasions failed to obey your command to 
love. Give me your sweet forgiveness for the sake of Jesus my 
Savior. Give me a fresh start again today and help me to love 
others more, just as you love me. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, out of his great love, died and rose again for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us completely. Today I have the privilege to 
announce to all of you who trust in Jesus, what God declares in his Word: 
we are forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Psalm 139:1-6, 23-24    

P You have searched me, Lord,  
C And you know me. 
P You know when I sit and when I rise; 
C You perceive my thoughts from afar. 
P You discern my going out and my lying down; 
C You are familiar with all my ways. 
P Before a word is on my tongue, 
C You, Lord, know it completely. 
P You hem me in behind and before, 
C And you lay your hand upon me. 
P Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
C Too lofty for me to attain. 
P Search me, God, and know my heart; 
C Test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
P See if there is any offensive way in me, 
C And lead me in the way everlasting. 
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A Glory be to the Father and to the T Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

This is the Feast  Lutheran Service Book 171 
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Prayer 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Let us pray. 
C  Lord God, you know everything. You know the future. You know 

what is in our hearts. You know what we need to pray for even 
when we can’t put it into words. Help us to trust that you know 
what you are doing and that you love us. Give us strength and 
patience, especially when we don’t know what might happen or 
why it is happening to us. In Jesus’ own name we pray. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading   Isaiah 44:6-8 

(Do not be afraid, for our God is the only true God, and he knows the future.) 

This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: “I 
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7 Who then is like 
me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has 
happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come—yes, 
let them foretell what will come.  

8 “Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long 
ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other 
Rock; I know not one.” 
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R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading   Romans 8:18-27 

(We yearn for the Last Day when all creation will be made new; but meanwhile,  
God knows our needs even when we don’t know what to pray.) 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Song: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil Hymnal “With One Voice” 713 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is heard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.  
Lord, let my heart, Lord, led my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
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Holy Gospel      Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
(The Parable of the Weeds: God knows who are his and who are hypocrites) 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to 
go and pull them up?’ 

29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 

40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 
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Song:  My God is So Great 

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty!  
There’s nothing my God cannot do. 
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty!  
There’s nothing my God cannot do. 
The mountains are his, the rivers are his, the stars are his handiwork too! 
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty!  
There’s nothing my God cannot do. 

Story Time 

Hymn of the Day: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Lutheran Service Book 892 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 



  - 9 - 

Nicene Creed  (Public declaration of our faith) 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P The Bible states that God hears our prayers and that he wants us to place all 
of our concerns in his hands. God will always help us. If he doesn’t take 
away the problem he will strengthen us to face it. For that reason, we pray 
with confidence. 

 Lord, thank you for saving us, for forgiving us, for giving us eternal life and 
for being with us when we struggle. Help us to love others as you have 
loved us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit so that our faith may be strong and so that 

we can walk in your ways without faltering. Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Help us to take advantage of the opportunities you give us to share Jesus’ 

love with others. Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Thank you for the many material blessings you have given us. Guide us so 

that we use them for your glory, for the good of our families and for your 
mission here on this earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P Lord, protect your church throughout the world, that we may be bold in our 
witness and ready to serve others. Strengthen and defend those who are 
suffering persecution for their faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Help those who are sick or hurt or recovering from illness. Have mercy on 

them and heal them according to your will. Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Comfort those who are grieving. Help those who are struggling. Grant us 

your peace in the midst of trouble and save us from the problems that seem 
impossible. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Lord, send your Spirit to the hearts and minds of those who are far from 

you. By your Word of truth, help them to understand and to repent and to 
come to faith in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
P We thank you, Lord, because we know you hear all of our concerns, even 

those which are in our hearts which we have not spoken aloud. In Jesus’ 
name. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

Offering 
The Bible says, “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come 
into his courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 96:8-9a, NIV) 
Our offerings are part of our worship, part of our response to God’s love. We give 
because Jesus gave everything for us. We give to help share Jesus’ love with others. 

Offering Options 
You can contribute offerings using any of the following methods: 
In-Person donations: You can place your donation in the offering plate as it is passed 
during the service. 
On-line Banking donations: You can utilize the on-line bill pay option at your 
financial institution to donate to Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520 Loma de Cristo, El 
Paso, TX  79912. 
Mail donations: Mail your check to the church office: Ascension Lutheran Church, 6520 
Loma de Cristo, El Paso, TX  79912.  The mail is checked daily. 
Other Electronic donation option: You can make a secure contribution from your 
credit card or bank account at www.alconnect.faith or by scanning the QR code below.  
We use Vanco, a reputable agency which specializes in donations to churches and 
nonprofit organizations.  Your contribution can be set up to be recurring, such as each 
week or month, or as a one-time donation.   

http://www.alconnect.faith/
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Donations via an app:  If you prefer using your phone or tablet, you can download 
the Vanco Mobile app.  You can easily set up an account and donate through the app. 

The ministries of Ascension are supported by the love, generosity and sacrificial giving of 
our members and friends.  As a guest, please do not feel obligated in any way to make 
a contribution.  We believe that any gift to the Lord should be uncoerced and from the 

heart — as a loving response to God’s grace. 

Ascension Lutheran Church is a non-profit organization.  Donations to Ascension qualify 
as charitable donations for tax purposes. 

      

Special Music during the Offering   

Stand 

Offering Prayer of Dedication  
A Almighty God, thank you for your Word, the message of salvation. 

Help us to put your Word into practice in our lives. Bless these 
offerings and use them to proclaim your Word in every part of the 
world.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Offertory  Lutheran Service Book 176 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

Invitation and Preparation for Communion 

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion, one of the precious gifts that 
God gives to His people. In Communion, God wants to assure us that we have been 
forgiven through faith in Jesus who gave his body and blood for us on the cross.  

To prepare for Communion, we follow what 1 Corinthians 11:28 says: “Let each man 
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks the cup.”  Therefore, if you wish 
to participate in Communion today, we ask that you review and affirm the following 
questions: 

1. Do I believe I am a sinner, that is, that I have failed to keep God’s commands as 
I should, and that I need forgiveness? 

2. Do I trust in Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior, who died and rose for me? 

3. Do I believe as I eat the bread and drink the cup, that I also receive the true 
body and blood of Jesus that He gave for me on the cross – even though I can’t 
fully explain it? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of God, to follow Jesus more closely and obey him 
more faithfully? 

If you answer “yes” to these questions, then you share a common faith with our 
Christian congregation and you are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our 
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common faith is expressed in more detail in the Creed that we confess together during 
the worship service. 

Special Instructions for Communion: 

• Children and adults who are not communing are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing. To indicate this, please cross your arms when the elders or pastor come 
by. Children do not commune until they have completed basic instruction classes 
about the Christian faith.  

• If you are unable to go to the altar, please let an usher know and the Pastor will 
bring the Lord’s Supper (Communion) to your pew. Please sit close to any of the 
three aisles in the church. 

• During Communion, gluten-free communion wafers (bread) are available. Just 
ask the Pastor when he comes to give you the bread. 

• During Communion, you may take one of the small communion cups from the 
tray, or you may wait and drink from the common cup. 

• On the tray of small communion cups, those cups in the center of the tray have 
light-colored, non-alcoholic grape juice. The other cups have wine. 

If you have any questions, please see the Pastor or one of the elders. 

 

Service of the Sacrament: Preparation for Communion  LSB 177 
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P Lord God, it is indeed right to give you thanks and praise at all times and in 

all places. Today we especially praise you because you are not fooled by 
liars or hypocrites, but you know our hearts. You know everyone who trusts 
in Jesus Christ as Savior. And because you know us and love us and have 
saved us, we know that we will be with you forever. For this reason we join 
with the whole church on earth and with all the choirs of heaven, to 
proclaim your glory! 

Sanctus (Song of Praise)  Lutheran Service Book 178 
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Lord’s Prayer 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  (John 20:19)  Lutheran Service Book 180 

 

 

 



- 16 - 

Agnus Dei  (Lamb of God, John 1:29)  Lutheran Service Book 180 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Hymns during Communion 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Lutheran Service Book 802 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

                                                   
Come Thou, Almighty King    Lutheran Service Book 905 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 



- 18 - 

Just a Closer Walk with Thee Make a Joyful Sound (White Booklet) 15 

1. I am weak but thou art strong. Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 
I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk, close to thee. 
 

Refrain: Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea. 
Daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

2. Through this world of toils and snares, if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. 
 

3. When my feeble life is o’er, time for me will be no more. 
Guide me gently, safely o’er to thy kingdom’s shore, to thy shore. (Refrain) 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Lord, My God be Praised   Lutheran Service Book 794 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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After Communion 

Stand 

Thank the Lord (Song at the close of communion)       Lutheran Service Book 181 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

P  Let us pray. 
C  Heavenly Father, I give you thanks and praise because you have 

strengthened my faith and because you have forgiven me through 
Jesus Christ your Son. Help me now to live a life worthy of you, 
founded on your Word and full of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14)                                      

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty    Lutheran Service Book 790 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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The sewing group, “Sit & Sew”, that normally meets on Wednesday’s in our fellowship 
hall, has decided to dissolve the group because of low and irregular attendance amongst 
the members of the group.  They are grateful to Ascension Lutheran Church for offering 
a space for the group to meet these past years.  The group gave the following card to 

the church to show their appreciation.  They do have members of the group that are on 
our prayer list, and they have asked for continued prayers. 
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Sign-up lists in the fellowship hall  

(Altar flowers, Sunday Snacks, & Altar Care): 

 

 

 

 

Altar care is needed for the months of October, November, & December. 
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This Week @ Ascension 

Sunday (July 19th)  

9:00 AM    Bible Study 

10:00 AM    Fellowship 
10:30 AM Worship w/ Holy Communion 
       
Monday (July 20th)  
Church Office Closed        
 
Tuesday (July 21st) 
10:00 AM    Preschool Meeting 
7:00 PM    Church Council Meeting       
 
Wednesday (July 22nd)  
 
Thursday (July 23rd)  
 
Friday (July 24th)  
 
Saturday (July 25th) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
July Calendar & NEW Portals of Prayer (July-Sept. 2026) are both available for 

pick-up in the entrance of the church. 


